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The Haven of Portage County will receive the largest share of the county’s 
Community Development Block Grant funds after a public hearing on Thursday. 

Commissioners officially allocated the funding after Thursday’s meeting. The 
Haven will receive a little more than $225,000 in grant dollars from the state to 
tie in water and sewer utilities at its future shelter at 2645 Route 59 in Ravenna 
Township. Additionally, the Haven is set to receive another $25,000 in revolving 
loan funds. Previously, commissioners received nearly $800,000 in requests, and 
had only about half that amount to grant to as many as six projects. 

In addition to The Haven, the requests included the Portage County Land Bank, 
which is asking for $50,000 to demolish two properties; Windham, which is 
asking for $148,000 to rehabilitate the village’s community center; Freedom 
Township and the township’s historical society, which are asking for $24,763 for 
improvements to the town hall and an historic schoolhouse, including wheelchair 
accessibility; Coleman Professional Services, which requested $150,000 for 
handicap accessibility improvements to the Phoenix Building in Ravenna; and 
Lovelight Inc., which is seeking $195,734 for a downpayment on the former Kent 
State University golf course on Route 59 in Franklin Township. 

Commissioners allocated the request for The Haven, $148,000 for Windham, and 
$24,763 for Freedom, with the Land Bank and Coleman also to be funded 
through separate revolving loans. Coleman was listed as an alternate project in 
case one of the other projects falls through, and is likely to receive other funding. 
In addition, the city of Streetsboro will receive $150,000 for projects to provide 
for snow removal, mowing, clean up and leaf removal to seniors and people with 
disabilities in the city, as well as home repairs for eight households with low to 
moderate income. 

The Haven, which has been in the planning stages for about five years, was set to 
open this year, until the water and sewer hook ups proved to be more costly than 
expected. Anne Marie Noble, the agency’s executive director, said she is now 
looking at an opening date of spring 2021. 



Noble told commissioners last month that in addition to the $150,000 tie-in fee, 
the Haven needs funds for materials, supplies and installation. An easement also 
is needed behind the building, and the line is more costly because it must be 
connected to a line to the east, near Children’s Hospital. 

Showing off the partially-renovated former bike shop on Route 59, Noble pointed 
out the areas that will eventually house offices, bedrooms for families, 
dormitories for men and women, plus bathrooms, showers and laundry facilities 
and a commercial kitchen where people can learn skills. The boarded area at the 
front of the building will eventually house windows so people sitting in the day 
rooms can look outside. 

“I think it’s going to look very inviting,” she said. 

A letter to donors stated that fire suppression is 90 percent complete. The letter 
also said masonry, HVAC, electric, plumbing windows, and walls are also almost 
done. 

“It has been a long road, but as you can see, we are getting remarkably close to 
making this dream a reality for those individuals in need,” she wrote. 

When The Haven opens, it will house up to 64 men and women, according to the 
building’s occupancy permit. Previously, the Rev. Mark Miller, pastor of Portage 
Community Chapel, said the project based its expected capacity on the number of 
Portage County residents using The Haven of Rest in Akron because there is no 
place for them in Portage County. 

Noble previously warned commissioners that there would be a spike in 
homelessness after coronavirus restrictions had been lifted, and said that is 
already starting to happen. Since the end of May, she said, there have been 12 
inquiries, and although people are referred to local charities such as Miller 
Community House, those facilities are at capacity. 

“Most people don’t want to go out of county,” she said. “This is their home.” 
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